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05-15-2017 


INSP. CHETCUTI: This is Inspector Vincent 

Chetcuti with the San Francisco District Attorney's 
Office. Today is May 15 th , 2017, and the time is 
11:34 in the morning. I'm conducing a follow-up 

with regarding 

number which is related to an officer 

involved shooting that occurred in the 400 block of 
Shotwell in San Francisco on April 7 th , 2016. This 
interview is being conducted at 
in the conference room and Assistant District 
Attorney Andrew Law is also present. This interview 
is being recorded with everyone's knowledge and 
consent. directing your attention 

to the events of that day could you please tell us 
what you remember. 

Well, I was back and forth. I 
mean I didn't just stand up in the window, you 
know. I was afraid that some ricochet bullets might 
come up and hit the window so I was back and forth. 
Whatever call I think is—I heard the commotion of 
sit down or something like that, you know, from I 
guess the police officers. Then when I looked out 
the window then like they shot some rubber bullets 
or something. And then I got out of the window and 
then I heard some more commotion, I got up and then 
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I seen the guy like he had got up, still walking 
towards them, the telegram pole there. And that's 
when they started shots. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Urn, when you first 

heard the commotion outside you said that you heard 
something about sit down or something like that? 

Yeah, something, sit down or 
something like that. Get down or drop, something. I 
don't know but I guess they were telling the guy to 
sit down, something like that. I can't really 
recall what. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So that drew you to the 

window? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay and when you looked 

outside what did you see? 

Well, when I looked outside, 
uh I didn't see the person, I seen the police 
officer then like they shoot some rubber bullets or 
bags or something like that at the guy. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. How many officers 

did you see? 

When he got up. Maybe two or 
three, I'm not sure how many. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And do you remember 

where they were positioned? Where they were located 
when you looked out the window? 

On the sidewalk. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: On the sidewalk? 

Yeah. And I think the guy was 
sitting up against the building or something. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Any idea as to—do 

you have a reference point that you can tell me 
maybe where they were located close to a particular 
area? 

Well I think they were closer 

to the telegram pole. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, so closer to the 

utility—that utility pole there? 

Yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Were they both 

standing next to each other or were they separated? 

They—one was standing like on 
the edge of the edge of the sidewalk and one was 
like on the sidewalk I think. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, so was the pole 

between them? 

I don't think so. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, all right. But one 

was closer to the sidewalk, the other closer to the 
street or on the street and the other one on the 
sidewalk. 

The other one was closer to 
the sidewalk—like I would say maybe closest to the 
sidewalk than the other person was. And there was 
two of them. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Which-where were the 

officers looking at? 

I think they were looking at 

the person. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So and that-then which 

direction? Was that direction to your building or 
direction towards the street? 

Towards the building. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, towards the 

building. And after—how do you know that these were 
rubber bullets that they were shooting? 

Well, I think when the guy 
got up and it's like I think they looked like they 
was yellow or orange or something like that. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see him get up? 
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Well, I didn't see him get up 
but I saw him when he came to [unintelligible] you 
know. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So at that point, some 

point, you walked back to your desk, correct? 

Right. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: How soon after you got to 

your desk did you walk back to the window? 

Uh, I would say maybe thirty 

seconds. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: About thirty seconds, 

okay. 

From that guy when I heard 
him say drop it or something like that, I don't' 
know what I heard him say but when they got out 
there the guy was going—walking towards. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So when you heard him say 

drop it you walked back to the window again? 

Yeah, drop it or sit down, 
something like that. I can't remember exactly what 
he told him. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And when you got to 

the window what did you see? 

When he shot the rubber 
bullets I didn't see the person. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

mmm: I just seen him shoot them. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, but when you walked 

to the window the second time what did you see 
then? 

The second time that's when I 
seen the person that got up. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And, urn, what was 

he doing when you got out there? 

Well, like he got up like he 
was stumbling towards, uh, the pole or whatever but 
in the direction of the officers it looked like. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Any idea why the 

officers were shooting at him the first time? 

Well, I think then I thought 
I heard him say drop the knife or drop something. I 
think they said knife. I'm not sure not, I can't 
remember. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: All right. Did you see 

the knife or did you see something? 

Like he had something in his 
hand, I can't tell what it was. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Do you remember 

where he was—how he was holding that object? 
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Uh, I can't remember if he 
was like this or like that. I'm not sure. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, you're pointing 

whether or not it was pointing outward or pointing? 

Yeah, I can't remember which 
was he was holding, whatever, what, how his hand 
was but I know he went—he went towards the pole. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, so when he's 

walking towards the pole what was his pace like? 

He was like—like he's 


staggering like. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: 


Are you saying 


staggering? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

But like he had been—well, he 

had been shot as far as I could see with the 
bullets, just the rubber bullets and then it's like 
you know like going towards I would say going 
towards the officers and the pole. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, so he was walking 

in the direction of the officers and the pole and 
he appeared to be what you described as staggering 
perhaps? 



A little bit, yeah. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: And that was after they 

shot him with the rubber bullets? 

Yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you even see the 

officers shot him—shoot him with the, uh, round—the 
live rounds? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You did? 

I can't remember what-what 

they was saying to him though. So, you know, going 
towards him then they start shooting. Then he fell 
by the—he fell by the sign. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: How close was he to the 

officers when they shot him with the live rounds? 

Like from here to that wall. 
INSP. CHETCUTI: From here to the wall. 

Hm|: Maybe a little further, maybe 

about from here to the wall. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And we'll think the wall 

is what, about maybe fifteen feet? If these tables 
are about five feet each, you've got two tables 
here and then maybe the space would be a third 
table. Is that what you estimate? 

Uh-I guess you could say 

that. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

I'm not exactly sure. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Sure, I understand that. 

I know it's only an estimate. And how far did he 
stumble before he fell down? 

Well I guess from where our 
garage was I guess that's when he got up he I guess 
when he came to the side he was stumbling then, 
like you know. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And when he fell down how 

close was he to the officers? 

Uh, I can't exactly tell but— 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Was he closer or farther 

to the officers? 

When he fell down? 

Yeah. 

He was closer. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: He was closer to the 

officers? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And do you remember how 

the officers were positioned? 

I think the same position 
that I saw them in the beginning facing south. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And where was the 

object at that point, do you remember? 

The person? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: The person holding the 

object, where was that object that the person was 
holding? 

I think he had it in his 
hand. I can't recall which hand, you know, but 
[unintelligible] something in his hand. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So when he was shot it 

was still in his hand? 

Yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And when he was on 

the ground do you remember where that object was at 
that point? 

I think I saw a knife laying 

on the ground. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You saw a knife laying on 

the ground, okay. 

Yeah, after he was shot, he 
fell on the ground. I didn't see the knife fall out 
or nothing like that but I see— 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Now was that knife 

the same object that you might have seen earlier or 
was— 
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Could have been. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And how close was 

that knife to his body when he fell down? 

Uh, I would say maybe a 

couple feet. I'm not sure, but maybe a couple feet. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And do you know 

whereabouts around close to his body that knife 
was? 

No, I can't recall. But— 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, when he fell down 

what position—how was his position, of the body 
positioned? Urn, was his head closer to the sidewalk 
or closer to the wall? 

To the sidewalk. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Closer to the sidewalk. 

And was he facing up or facing down? 

Uh, I think up. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: He was facing up. 

I think. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: So he was laying on his 

back? 

I think so, I'm not sure 
about that, I can't recall. I think so. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: After he was laying on 

the ground what were the officers doing? 
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Urn, I don't think—I didn't 
see them doing nothing, you know. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

Like it just—I think the 
paramedics came, something like that. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, and what did you 

see the paramedics do? 

Well, they came and ripped 
his clothes off and tried to get—I think tried to 
give him CPR. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And then what 

happened? What did you see next? 

That was about it. I seen 
more police officers then but, uh. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. Did you know the 

two officers that were involved in the shooting? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you ever talk to them 

after the incident? 

No, we did not. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you discuss what you 

saw with anybody in your office? 

Uh, we didn't discuss but you 
know we all, all three of us seen it, you know. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Uh-huh, okay. Did you 

talk to anybody about what you saw? 

Well, as to what? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Anybody as to what you 

saw, the shooting that you saw, the shooting, did 
you talk to anybody about that? 

Oh no, no. Because then our 
Supervisor calls us up. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, and who was your 


Supervisor? 


detectives then. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: 
Supervisor? 


He was talking to the 


Yeah. Who is it, your 


was 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

Because she had heard about 
it I guess and she called us up. 

ADA LAW: Did you recognize the person who 

was shot? 


ADA LAW: 
before? 


No. 


Had you ever seen that person 


Yeah. I think he's the same 
one that be kicking the ball up against the wall. 
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ADA LAW: Did you ever have any direct 

interactions with that person? 

No. 

ADA LAW: Did you ever speak with him? 

ADA LAW: I want to see if I'm 

understanding what you're saying in terms of like 
the chronology, the order of what happened. You 
stated that you saw rubber bullets or sandbags I 
think you said being used, is that correct? 

That's what it seemed like to 

me. 

ADA LAW: Okay. Did that happen before you 

heard live rounds being used? 

Yeah. 

ADA LAW: Did you—were you able to see the 

person, the person who was ultimately shot, at the 
time that the officers used the rubber bullets or 
sandbags? 

^^||: I didn't see him then. 

ADA LAW: Is that because he was against 

the building? 

the building. 


Yeah, I guess he's closer to 
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ADA LAW: 


Okay, so you did not have a 


visual of the person at that time. 


ADA LAW: 
that time? 


Could you see the officer at 


Yeah. 

ADA LAW: Could you see the type of weapon 

that the officer was using to deploy the rubber 
bullets or sandbags? 

Well like I said it seemed 
like a shotgun or something like that. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: This officer with the 

rubber bullets or shotgun did I hear you correctly 
when you said he was closer to the building 

than the other officer? 

Yeah, he was like closer to 
the sidewalk. I think, I'm not sure which one used 
the beanbag, but I know it was two. The—the shots 
and things. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You mentioned the person— 

you then obtained a visual after the beanbags, 
rubber bullets had been used, is that right? 

I kept hearing—I heard him 
say sit down, get down or something like that, and 
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then I looked out the window then that's when I 
seen the guy [unintelligible]. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: How long were you seated 

for approximately before you got back up and saw 
the person moving? 

Maybe a minute or two. Maybe, 
because when I heard then I got back up but I was 
back and forth once, then keep looking out the 
window. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see, urn, the 

actual shooting? 

Yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see whether one 

or both officers fired? 

Uh, no, I don't know what. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you hear the shots 

being fired? 

Uh-huh. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you hear the person 

who was being shot say anything, either at any time 
during this incident? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You stated that you saw 

an object in the person's hand. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Can you describe that 

object? 

Well, I couldn't see what it 
was but it looked like he had something in his 
hand, motioned towards them going, walking that 
way. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You could see that the 

person was holding something? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Could you see the arm 

position by which that person was holding that 
object? 

I did but I don't recall 

which way. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see the person 

who was shot attempt to go the other direction down 
Shotwell, meaning toward—what would that be? 

ADA LAW: 19 th . 

INSP. CHETCUTI: 19 th Street, running away 

or moving away in the other direction from the 
officers. Did you even see that happen? 

HHHIB 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Based on what you saw 

when you first obtained a visual of the person who 
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was ultimately shot that person came and moved 
toward the pole, is that accurate? 

Uh-huh. And officers were 
standing near the pole. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see the person 

who was ultimately shot you actually saw him fall 
on the ground? 

Uh, yeah, I think I seen him 
fall on the ground. I mean I remember seeing him on 
the ground. I'm not sure I seen him fall on the 
ground. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You stated at some point 

you saw a knife on the ground, is that accurate? 

Yeah, I think it was a knife. 
I think I recall seeing a knife on the ground. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: When did you see that? 

After he was shot. 

So how long after he was 


INSP. CHETCUTI 
shot approximately? 


Urn, right after he was shot I 


think. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: 
the paramedics arrived? 

Before 


Was it before or after 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: And by paramedics what 

are we—are we talking about an ambulance and that 
sort of thing? What does it mean to you? 

Ambulance, yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. When you saw the 

knife on the ground can you describe it? 

■HHHUH: It looked like it was like a 

pretty large knife to me. Like a butcher knife or 
something. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: What was going on in your 

mind while you were watching the person get up and 
move towards the officers? 

Nothing, I was just looking 
and seeing all the blood and all that stuff, that's 
it. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you have a chance to— 

did you—could you see the person's face as, um, as 
the incident unfolded? Before the shooting, before 
he fell. 

I think I could see the side 

of his face. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: Is there anything that 

stood out about what you could see about that 
person, anything in particular you remember? 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Do you know whether both 

officers fired or one officer fired the— 

I'm not sure. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you see the object in 

the person's hand when he fell? 

mmil: No. Like I said I knew he—it 

seemed like he had something in his hand but I 
don't know what. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. So is that a no you 

couldn't see or you're not sure or you did not see? 

Not sure about what? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Whether he had the object 

in his hand when he fell down to the ground. 

No, I'm not sure. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: How many objects did you 

see in his hand? 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Just one object. 

It seemed like just one. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. 

At least one hand. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And You don't 

recall which hand he was holding that it? 

I'm thinking it could have 
been left, I'm not sure. Because it seemed like I 
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could see this hand here when he was walking. I'm 
not sure. I can't recall. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: But when you saw the 

knife on the ground what side of the body was—was 
it, could you tell what side? 

jjjHHHHH: Like on the I guess the 


right side. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: 
all right. 


On his right side, okay, 


I think so, yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: You recalled seeing the 

guy before, is that correct, you've said that 
you've seen the guy before, the homeless person? 

That' s what they say he was 


homeless. 

INSP. CHETCUTI 
ever seen him? 


INSP. CHETCUTI 
personally before. 


You personally, have you 

I've seen him, yeah. 

You have seen him 


seen him like said 

kicking the ball up against the building and they 
would get up and—he'd kick it pretty hard up 
against the building, would get up and you know. 


21 


SFDPA-0164-16-001894 















05-15-2017 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 



OIS 



INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. The behavior on the 

day of the incident, was that different than any 
other time that you've seen him before? 

I don't think he was kicking 
the ball that day. I didn't hear it. I don't know. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, okay. All right. 

mam- 1 know he was like up against 

the building. He was close to the building. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. You mentioned that 

you were able to tell when the person—when the 
officers were shooting the rubber or—or the 
beanbags, the rubber bullets or the beanbags and 
then when they shot the live rounds. When the 
person was moving towards the pole, towards the 
officers do you recall what type of rounds they 
were shooting? 



They were real live rounds 


then. 


INSP. CHETCUTI: They're live rounds then. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And how could you tell? 

Well, when they started 

shooting him I could see the blood and the other 
thing when—it seemed like when he was up against 
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the building or something it was like yellow gun or 
something. I don't know. It had some color in it. 
INSP. CHETCUTI: The sounds were 


different? 


Yeah, the sound. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And you said that you 

were able to see blood. Where was the blood coming 
from do you recall? 

Like his chest or something. 
INSP. CHETCUTI: From his chest, okay. All 


right. 


ADA LAW: If you can estimate 

approximately how far did the person move before 
you heard the first—or saw the first shot? 

I would say about estimate 
about five or six yards. 

ADA LAW: Five to six yards? 

Five yards. 

ADA LAW: Five yards. 

ADA LAW: Okay. From— 

From the time he came outside 

until he got to the pole. 

ADA LAW: Okay, okay. And when he landed 

he landed closer to the pole? 
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Yeah. 

ADA LAW: Okay. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And I apologize for being 

graphic but when he was first shot did you see 
blood splatter or blood exit his body in any way? 

Yeah, I think I seen blood 
and then when he hit the ground I seen some. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Before that when he was 

still standing did you—could you see—well, let me 
ask you this, as he was moving towards the pole 
could you—was he—could you hear gunshots? 

Uh - huh. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Was he still standing 


when he was being shot? 

Yeah. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: And that-the first shot- 

It seemed like he was moving 
towards the pole or towards them when he was shot. 
INSP. CHETCUTI: And you were- 

They was standing by the 

pole. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay. And you witnessed 

the entire event, correct, the entire shooting? 

Pretty much, pretty much. 
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INSP. CHETCUTI: Did you ever see the 

officers shoot the homeless person while he was 
laying on the ground? 



INSP. CHETCUTI: Okay, nothing further. 

ADA LAW: We would like to take some 

pictures from your perspective from where your desk 
is. 

Okay. 

INSP. CHETCUTI: The time is 11:56 and I'm 

ending the interview at this point. 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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